Thare Machi Education

Guidelines for Using Interactive DVD Discs. (Version 0.9)

INTRODUCTION
· TME produces  DVD video discs. 

· The discs are designed to be played on DVD players, however the different manufacturers do not always make their machines according to the international agreed specifications. 

· This means that they sometimes do not behave as expected.  

· There are several different types of DVD and ours are DVD-R which are believed to be the most compatible.

· The discs can also be played on some computers with DVD optical drives but these are less reliable than DVD players.

DVD PLAYERS

There are two types of DVD players – SET TOP BOXES and PORTABLE DVD players.   Our Discs should work on them all.

They both come with a remote controller with many buttons. Our DVD Discs  only use 6  of these buttons: Up, Down, Left, Right, Enter and Menu. The first 5 of these are usually arranged in a circle with the enter button in the middle.  The menu button is separate but is often a different colour to all the other buttons.

When  a normal Thare Machi Education  DVD disc is loaded into the machine you usually hear some instructions in the chosen language. One disc has one lesson and one language on it.  (Except our South African HIV Disc see * at the end)
When the disc is loaded, if you press the RIGHT button on the remote controller the lesson will automatically start. There will be some teaching and after a minute or two there will be one or two questions. The student has to answer each question by pressing the UP button or the DOWN button on the remote controller. If they get the answer correct the lesson continues. If they get it wrong the disc returns to earlier in the lesson to make them listen again. 

Sometimes the face of the DVD gets scratched and the disc will not load, the picture  will appear strange or the lesson might freeze in the middle. This means it is important to look after the discs carefully.

AT the beginning or at the end of the lesson you can push the DOWN button on the remote controller and this will  play a quiz. The quiz  is 10 of the questions from the lesson but without any teaching. The student will get a score at the end.

If you press the MENU button at any time the Lesson will return to the opening screen at the beginning of the disc

.

All the above items are common to both types of DVD player

Here are the differences between the two kinds of DVD player

We will cover both separately:

1. SET-Top DVD players.

These are very cheap in Europe (About 40 $US) but they require a mains power supply (110 – 240 volts) and need to be connected to a television OR a data projector.  

The DVD players are usually about  35cm x 25cm x 10cm and connect to the projector or television with a three core “phono” cable with a one red, one white and one yellow plug on each end. The red and white plugs connect the stereo sound and the yellow plug connects the picture.  

If  the DVD player is connected to a projector then it might be necessary to have an extra amplifier to make the sound  loud enough depending on the size of crowd. Projectors do have speakers but they are usually small and quiet. 

If the DVD player is connected to  a television then the sound can usually be turned up loud enough to be heard by anyone who can see the screen.

A SET TOP DVD player will be supplied with a remote control as described above. Although there are many buttons on the remote controller, our discs ONLY USE 6.

If the discs does not appear on the screen at all when loaded, check that the red white and yellow cables have been correctly connected at both ends. Check that the power supply is working by plugging another type of machine into the same socket. Finally try another DVD disc  from somewhere else in the player.

2. PORTABLE DVD PLAYERS

These are small machines which have a lid that lifts up to provide a small screen suitable for watching by 3-5 people. Sometimes many more people have tried to hear and see the lesson but smaller numbers are best. The Machines are more expensive ( about $US150) but they do not need a television or a projector. They usually have a 12 volt re-chargeable battery built in so they can be powered by  solar power or a car battery. They also have a cable for plugging into a mains electricity supply so they can be powered from that. The mains supply also usually charges up the internal battery so the Portable DVD player can be carried to a remote area and used without any other connections. The internal battery usually lasts between 1 and 5 hours before needing to be re-charged.

A PORTABLE DVD player will be supplied with a remote control as described above. Although there are many buttons on the remote controller, our discs ONLY USE 6.

To load the disc you have to open the disc tray and press the disc down onto a central knob until there is a slight click. The disc should have its label upwards. If the  power button is on then when you shut the  disc tray lid you should hear a whirring sound as the disc spins followed by the sound of the lesson starting. If this does not happen then  check the battery is charged or if not that there is power from a mains supply. Try another type of DVD to see if that works.

COMPUTERS
Computers are less reliable in playing DVD discs than DVD players. This is because they were not specifically designed for this and they have to use some software to interpret the disc once it has been read. 

Some computers read the discs without any problem

Some computers read them occasionally but not every time

Some computers will not read them at all.

Usually it is to do with the software that the computer is using to read the DVD disc. On a PC this might be windows media player or it might be another programme. Windows media player cannot pplay the interactive questions on our Discs. Sometimes there is more than one programme on a computer which can read DVDs and if it does not work you can select another programme to try reading the disc.

Laptop computers are like the portable DVD players  because they have a battery which can be charged up and they can be used with no other connections in a remote place. Desk top computers are more like the Set-top  DVD players as they need a mains supply  and a separate screen.

If the disc loads correctly then the lesson can be controlled by the cursor keys on the keyboard.  (UP, DOWN, LEFT, RIGHT) The carriage return or “Enter” button plays the function of the middle button on the DVD player remote controls (see above)  When the disc has loaded you can start the lesson by pressing the right cursor arrow or you can go to the quiz by pressing the down cursor arrow.

On some systems you can also position the cursor on the screen and use the mouse to select the buttons you want but this does not work on all systems. The Discs can be played on both Apple mac and PC machines provided compatible software and the correct video codecs are installed. Make sure that the disc drive you are using is a DVD drive. Some disc drives only read CDs and not DVDs.

If you have any problems please report them to us  on the contact detail below and thanks for your interest!

Stephen Clarke

Email:   

mail@tme.org.uk
Telephone:

+ 44 1926 422711

Post:


Box 4040 Leamington Spa  UK .   CV32 5YJ

*   South African  HIV dvds This is a two disc set which has FOUR lessons in THIREEN languages on the 2 discs. This means that there is a more complicated process for selecting the lesson and language that you require. However this only applies to this one product.
